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Sources

Patents in force 703,391 (German patents + European patents  with a German designation,  
accumulated number until 2018)

Patents granted 127,357 (German patents + European patents with  a German designation)

New infringement cases 780

New nullity proceedings 219

Fully invalidated patents 59 (of the 244 nullity proceedings concluded  by the Federal Patent 
Court in 2018)

Contreras, Hector Axel and Spyros Makris (2020), “The Value of (Partially) Invalidated Patents” 
IAM Magazine no. 101, available at https://www.4ipcouncil.com/download_file/916/243.

German Patent and Trademark Office (accessed November 2020)  
https://www.dpma.de/english/our_office/publications/statistics/patents/index.html

EPO Patent Statistics (accessed November 2020)  
https://www.epo.org/about-us/annual-reports-statistics/statistics.html

German Federal Patent Court, Annual Report 2018 (Bundespatentgericht,  Jahresbericht 2018) 
https://www.bundespatentgericht.de/DE/Presse/Publikationen/Bilderstrecke_Jahresbericht.html

German Federal Patent Court, Annual Report 2018 (Bundespatentgericht,  Jahresbericht 2018) 
https://www.bundespatentgericht.de/DE/Presse/Publikationen/Bilderstrecke_Jahresbericht.html

German Patent and Trademark Office (DPMA). 2019. “Blatt Für Patent-, Muster- Und Zeichen-
wesen (BLPMZ)” Issue 3, March 2019.
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