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SMEs Corner

‘IP Stories’ Podcast

Webinar recordings

Summaries of papers, studies, guides and case 

law​

Find our free materials at www.4ipcouncil.eu
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5 IoT and Cellular 

Standards
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Follow us!
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A Better Way To Unlock AI Transparency Than 
Open Source Mandates
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Frederik Jocqué

Legal Expert in IP (EFIC)

Elisabetta Ferraro

Design Rights Specialist 

(EUIPO) 



REAL CASE STUDIES



Real case studies

• EGG chair

• Designed by Arne Jacobsen for Fritz Hansen in 1958

• www.fritzhansen.com

• A very distinctive and recognizable shape

• Started as a small carpentry workshop, evolved to a globally 

renown design house, also thanks to diligent design protection

http://www.fritzhanse.com/


Real case studies

• Fritz Hansen <---> Arne Jacobsen

• Before the start: Foresee a solid, written contract with clear 

provisions on intellectual property rights

• For employees as well as freelance designers

• Consider a non-disclosure agreement (NDA)



Real case studies

• Condition of novelty for 

design protection

• Register early in the process

• If necessary, with deferment

• Conditions for protection are 

not verified

• Registration limited in time

• Unregistered designs

-> copyright



Real case studies

• Consider trademark 

registration as well

• Early in the process

• ≠ domain name registration



REAL CASE STUDIES



Real case studies

• CD filed in 2004, registered in 2005

• BUT disclosed on website and fair in 2002

• General Court: RCD is indeed invalid



REAL CASE STUDIES



Real case studies

• David vs. Goliath

• First CJEU landmark case on designs

• David successful

• PepsiCo

• Spanish design filed on 23 July 2003

• Grupo Promer

• Spanish design filed on 8 July 2003



Are You Making the Most of Your Design Rights? 
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REGISTRATION AT 
EUIPO



euipo

One  single  registration  procedure
Complementing  national  & international systems

ALL  MEMBER  STATES OF THE

EUROPEAN   UNION



OPERATIONS  DEPARTMENT

SUBSTANTIVE REQUIREMENTS CHECK

RECEIPT OF THE 
APPLICATION

EXAMINATION PERIOD 

REGISTRATION PUBLICATION

only 24-48h!

Community Designs Registration Process



WHAT ?

HOW MUCH?



HOW MUCH? 

Registration 

Publication 

EUR 230

EUR 120

Multiple applications

Registration (mult.)

2nd to 10th design

11th design onwards

Publication (mult.)

2nd to 10th design

11th design onwards

Additional fee for deferment of 

publication (mult.): 

2nd to 10th design

11th design onwards

EUR 115

EUR 50

EUR 60

EUR 30

EUR 20

EUR 10

Fee for deferment of publication EUR 40

€20

€20



DESIGNS 

LEGAL 

REFORM



WHEN?WHEN?



2025 2026 2027

Phase I provisions 

01.05.2025

Phase II provisions

01.07.2026

Transposition

of DD

09.12.2027

WHEN ?



WHY?



MAIN OBJECTIVES

1. Adapting to the digital age

3. Simplification & Harmonization

2. Enhancing Clarity and Protection 



MAIN OBJECTIVES

1. Adapting to the digital age

3. Simplification & Harmonization

2. Enhancing Clarity and Protection 





Article 3

Definitions

For the purposes of this Regulation, the following definitions apply:

(1) ‘design’ means the appearance of the whole or a part of a product resulting from the features, in 

particular, the lines, contours, colours, shape, texture, materials of the product itself and/or its decoration, 

including the movement, transition or any other sort of animation of those features;

(2) ‘product’ means any industrial or handicraft item other than computer programs, regardless of 

whether it is embodied in a physical object or materialises in a digital form, including:

(a) packaging, sets of articles, get-up, spatial arrangements of items intended to form, in particular, an 

interior environment and parts intended to be assembled into a complex product; 

(b) graphic works or symbols, logos, surface patterns, typographic typefaces, and graphical user 

interfaces;



MAIN OBJECTIVES

1. Adapting to the digital age

2. Enhancing Clarity and Protection 



Design Notice 



More Rights       More Limitations

CREATING
DOWNLOADING

COPYING 
SHARING

DISTRIBUTING

COMMENT

CRITIQUE

PARODY

REFERRING



MAIN OBJECTIVES

1. Adapting to the digital age

3. Simplification & Harmonization

2. Enhancing Clarity and Protection 



NO UNITY OF 
CLASS 
REQUIREMENT
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Harmonization with NPOs



Simplification

FEE LEVELS AND STRUCTURE

Registration 

Publication 

EUR 230

EUR 120

Multiple applications

Registration (mult.)

2nd to 10th design

11th design onwards

Publication (mult.)

2nd to 10th design

11th design onwards

Additional fee for deferment of 

publication (mult.): 

2nd to 10th design

11th design onwards

EUR 115

EUR 50

EUR 60

EUR 30

EUR 20

EUR 10

Fee for deferment of publication EUR 40

Old fee

€350

Deleted 

€125

New fee

€20

€20



Have you

heard of…

SME FUND?

https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/sme-corner/sme-fund



THANK YOU

@EU_IPO

EUIPO

EUIPO.EU

@EUIPO

EUIPO

https://twitter.com/EU_IPO
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euipo
https://www.facebook.com/EUIPO.eu
https://www.instagram.com/euipo/
https://www.youtube.com/euipo
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Open floor for questions and discussion.



Register now to our upcoming 
webinar: “Digitised IP Content in 
the Metaverse: Fair Use or 
Infringement?”

Date: 15th May, at 16:00 CEST

Sign up and follow us for more 
info!

https://www.4ipcouncil.com

THANK YOU!
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