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Interactive version available at www.4ipcouncil.com/cn/4smes
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4iP Council is a European research council
dedicated to developing high quality
academic insight and empirical evidence
on topics related to intellectual property
and innovation. Our research is multi-
industry, cross sector and technology
focused. We work with academia, policy
makers and regulators to facilitate a deeper
understanding of the invention process and
of technology investment decision-making.

Thank you to the following organisations
for the valuable insights, engagement and
support given to this project.
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The protection strategies of European SMEs,
involve additional protection measures, all based
on secrecy, which are found to be strongly
correlated with the use of formal IPRs (patents,
trade marks and industrial designs). Firms
frequently use a bundle of formal IPRs together
with trade secrets or complementary assets to
appropriate their intellectutal assets. They may
combine formal IPRs with confidentiality (42% of
surveyed SMEs), complexity of product design
(29%), a faster time-to-market (24%), or
complementary assets (23%).

www.4ipcouncil.com An interactive version of this flyer containing best practice examples,
testimonials and useful links can be found at www.4ipcouncil.com/4smes

According to a study by the EPO-EUIPO, industries that make
intensive use of IPRs pay significantly higher wages: on
average 47% more than other sectors, with the figure rising.

No-IPR-intensive
industries

IPR-intensive
industries

Patent-intensive
industries
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+72%
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Comparison of
average wage
(€/week)

Source: IPRs intensive industries and economic performance in the EU.
Joint EPO-EUIPO study. 2019


